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Developing the handbook for teaching media literacy in preschool

Abstract

This research aims to develop a handbook for teaching media literacy in preschool.
By using examples of real events and feasible teaching activities, we hope teachers could
realize the importance of media literacy education for children and conduct media literacy
activities on their own demands.

This handbook was developed through the following process. First of all, we
compared the content of media literacy learning in preschool of five countries, including
Taiwan, UK, United States, Australia and Canada. Besides, we interviewed several
kindergarten teachers to learn media usage of children and the perception of teachers
regarding media literacy. Then we used the literature review and result of interviews to
compose the handbook. Furthermore, the draft of handbook were evaluated by
professionals. According to the evaluation, we found the handbook might be more useful
for teachers with some knowledge of media literacy, and not for those without background
knowledge of communication or media literacy. Therefore, the handbook was revised and
re-designed by questions to explain the link between media literacy and relevant activities.
These activities consist of three main parts, audience, media representation and media texts,
with the emphasis on some good opportunities for media literacy education and the skills
necessary for teaching media literacy.

We also explored how children use media alone or with the teachers through the
perception of kindergarten teachers, and the understanding of media literacy and attitudes
of these teachers. As a result, we found these teachers may mention media related issues in
their teaching, but seldom refer to the core concept of media literacy. In addition, only
when the media messages are closely related to the original courses subjects or they may
have some bad influences on children will these teachers use them. Moreover, although
most teachers agree that media literacy could be contained in kindergarten education, there
are still some concerns related to the attitudes and cognition of teachers, the ability and
development of children and the support of family.

Finally, based on the result of this research, we provided some suggestions for further
research on media literacy education. We hope this could be useful for education
administrations, institutions of media literacy education, teacher training institutions,
kindergarten teachers, and parents.

Keywords: handbook for teaching media literacy in preschool, preschool
children, media literacy education
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